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Preservation ol disaster
remnants must be thoroughly
discussed for consensus

Governments of communities hit by the Great
East Japan Earthquake face the diflicult choice of
whether to preserve or dismantle remnants of
structures engulfed by the tsunami. Decisions
should be made carefully after thorough discussion.

The town government of Minami-Sanriku, Miya-
gi Prefecture, has decided to put the ruins of its dis-
aster management headquarters building under
prefectural ownership until 2031, or 20 years after
the quake. Only the iron frame of the building re-
mained after the structure was hit by the tsunami.
The town government accepted a proposal made by
the prefectural government to take over the ruins of
the building.

As a result, plans to dismantle the building’s
frame, announced by the town government in
September 2013 in light of the high costs of pre-
servation, will be shelved for the time being.

Placing it under prefectural ownership for the
time being may be an appropriate option for the
town so that it can spend adequate time to reach a
consensus on preservation or dismantlement.

(The Japan News, Aug. 25, 2015)
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Walk to glory

Takayuki Tanii, right, holds up a Japanese flag after finishing third in the
men's 50-kilometer walk at the IAAF world championships on Saturday in
Beijing. Next to him is Hirooki Arai, who finished fourth. Tanii's bronze was

Japan's first-ever global medal in a walk event, and the nation's first at the
ongoing meet. (201548 A30H The Japan Newsd&Y)
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gold silver
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